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GPS, to lead us home and quickly

Desi players launch plethora of navigation products for lay customers

Anand Parthasarathy

BANGALORE: The images being
beamed hourly from Carto-
gat-2A and the Indian Mini
Satellite (IMS-1), launched
last month, may soon help us
get from here to there by the
shortest, best route.

The week that saw these
geographic images coming in
also saw India’s two leading
players in the growing niche
of global positioning satellite
(GPS)-based navigation tools
announce compelling exten-
sions to their product range:
between them, they have ex-
tended the reach and afforda-
bility of such solutions so that
the rest of us — not just own-
ers of pricey cars — can say,
“GPS, lead me home!”

Map offerings
The Hyderabad-based Sat-
Nav  Technologies  has

launched woice prompts in
nine languages — Bengali, En-
glish, Gujarati, Hindi, Kanna-
da, Marathi, Oriya, Tamil and
Telugu — to augment its Sat-
guide map offerings. These
work with laptops, desktop
PCs, hand-held computers
and mobile phones which are
GPS-enabled.

The cost of mag guides
ranges from about Rs. 1,200

for one city to Rs. 4,300 for 30
cifies in India. If you don't
have the GPS receiver, it can
be had for around Rs. 5,000
(www.satguide.in).

MapmylIndia, based in Del-
hi, has extended its solutions
to the GPS-enabled mobile
phone, with the launch of iN-
av.

It covers 18 major cities
with detailed street-by-street
maps, and helps to set up
routes to 55,000 towns and
villages.

Buyers have the choice of
paying a monthly Rs. 249 for
the service or uploading the
full map data to their phones
for Rs, 1,200 (one State) or Hs.
4,500 for all India,

Monthly subscribers
would need an Internet con-
nection with their phones to
access the service (www.map-
myindia.com). The solution
already comes preloaded on
some Blackberry or Sony Er-
icsson phones in India.

Handset makers like Nokia
alzo offer dedicated naviga-
tion phones such as 6110
which come preloaded with
navigation solutions for In-
dia.

The latest 6210 Navigator,
soon to be launched, includes
a compass for pedestrian
USers.
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Mapmylndia’s
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Navigation for the rest of us. A choice of solutions is now available — and
affordable — in India.



